
Called by Blessing  
 

In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus’ public ministry of teaching and healing follows his baptism, temptation, and the calling of 
the first disciples. The first word Jesus offers in the great Sermon on the Mount is “blessed.”  In a world according to 
God, blessings rule; good things come from God—not just luck or our own cleverness or industry. Each blessing recalls 
a Biblical story that helps us to better understand these blessings. Each blessing points to Jesus. As we remember Jesus’ 
story, we learn more about what it means to follow him. Each blessing leads to a Christian practice. In being blessed, we 
become a blessing to others. Here is what we find: 1) God calls us by blessing; 2) we call God by blessing; and 3) bless-
ings leak. Blessings are God’s way of reaching out to the whole creation.   
 

Opening Dialogue 

Wonderful is the God of Christ, who gathers the poor of the earth. 
Glorious is our God, who wipes away the tears of sorrow. 
Wonderful is the God of Christ, who gives inheritance to the meek. 
Glorious is our God, who satisfies the hunger of the just. 
Wonderful is the God of Christ, who gives mercy to the merciful. 
Glorious is our God, who gives vision to the pure in heart. 
Wonderful is the God of Christ, who adopts the peacemakers. 
Glorious is our God, who gives sanctuary to the persecuted. 
Wonderful is the God of Christ, who lifts high the faithful. 
Glorious is our God, who seeks the lost and awakens the dead. 
 

Kyrie                                           “Is This the Feast of Victory? Kyrie”   

 

Song of Praise                “Is This the Feast of Victory? Hymn of Praise”   
 

Prayer   

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Let us pray: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with bless-
ings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you 
and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Theme Song                                           “Blest are They”                                                                  #728 

March 4—v. 1 

March 11—v. 2 

March 18—v. 3 

March 25—v. 4 

April 1—v. 5 



 

Theme & Scripture 

March 4: Poor in Spirit; Rich in Blessing   
   (Psalm 23) 
March 11: Blessed are the Meek: Following with Tempered Strength  
    (Mark 11:7-11; 15-19) 
March 18: Pure in Heart; Rich in Vision (Matthew 5:8, Psalm 33) 
March 25: Making Peace and Being Peace (Matthew 5:9, Ruth 1:5-22) 
April 1: Blessings in the Midst of Suffering (Matthew 5:10-12, Psalm 27) 
 

Message: Each Blessing Points to Jesus  

 

Song of the Day  

March 4—The King of Love My Shepherd Is, # 502  
March 11—Guide Me Ever Great Redeemer #618 
March 18—Be Thou My Vision, # 793 
March 25— Let Streams of Living Justice, # 710 
April 1—My Hope is Built, # 596 
 

Sung Prayers                                             “Watch, O Lord”   

 

The Lord’s Prayer                   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.     

 

Blessing 

May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, and claimed us as children of the light, strength-
en you on your journey into life renewed.  

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon 
you with favor and give you + peace. Amen. 

 

Song                                                        “Right By the Water”   


