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Pray without ceasing.  (1 Thessalonians 5:17) 
 

Why a prayer vigil? 
Prayer is something we all can give. In many places, the Bible encourages us to pray 
frequently.  Jesus prayed often and instructed his disciples to be people of prayer, too. 
The word vigil comes from a Latin word that means “wakefulness”. For centuries, 
Christians have gathered before important events to pray. Prayer encircles stewardship 
of our time, thoughts, and lives.   
 
Please join us in spiritual preparation and prayer as we observe All Saints Day and pray 
for the our homes, our church, our nation and the world. All Saints Day honors the 
departed members of our Church, and those still living who have contributed to the 
work and ministry of the Church in significant ways.  
 
Martin Luther chose All Saints Eve to send his “Ninety Five Theses” to the Archbishop; 
this work sparked reform in church and society.  
 
Guided prayer stations located throughout the sanctuary will provide Scripture and 
prayer suggestions. 
 

AT HOME Directions: 
Since you will not have all the symbols or material on hand, consider writing prayer 
concerns or drawing them in journal or on a sheet of paper.  You will need to simplify it.  
You could do it alone or with family members or friends.  

 

Prayer Stations: 
o Entering God’s Presence - Across from Elevator   
o Reformation and Re-Formation - Luther Wall   
o Pandemic – In front of sound booth 
o Civic Life – Pulpit side piano 
o All Saints – Front of Altar 
o Sending – Musicians area 

http://www.crivoice.org/creed95theses.html


Entering God’s Presence 

 

Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you,  
you have no share with me." (John 13:8b) 

 
 When the goodness and loving kindness of God our 
Savior appeared, God saved us, not because of any 

works of righteousness that we had done, but according 
to his mercy, through the washing of rebirth and renewal 

by the Holy Spirit. This Spirit God poured out on us 
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having 

been justified by his grace, we might become heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:4-7) 

 

Reflection & Action 
During pandemic, the cleanliness of surfaces, hands, and the air we breathe 
are on our minds daily. Our baptism is the promise and sign that no matter 
how messy, ill, confused, depressed, or sinful we are, Christ washes us clean 
through his mercies every day. As powerful and important as they are, our 
feelings and circumstances do not determine who we are.  Rather, we are 

God’s children now, even in the changes and chances of life.   
 

Read the Scriptures above again.  As you read them, apply 
sanitizer to your hands to wash them. Then, make the sign of the 

cross on your forehead or over your head and chest.   
 

PRAYER 
Share with God your burdens, your worries, your sin. 

Ask God to send the mercy and loving-kindness of Christ 
upon you in these days of division and distress.  



Reformation & Re-Formation 
 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own  
doing; it is the gift of God — not the result of works, so that no one may 
boast. For we are what God has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
 

Reflection  
On October 31, 1517, Martin 
Luther posted his 95 theses on 
the Castle Church door in 
Wittenberg, Germany. These 
writings sparked a movement 
that changed the church and 
society forever. The mosaic of 
Martin Luther in our sanctuary 
depicts Luther holding fast to his beliefs and writings that proclaimed 
God’s salvation is a free gift given through the death and resurrection 
of Christ Jesus rather than attaining a standard of good deeds, 
morality, charitable works success, wealth, standing in society, good 
luck or power.  

 

1. What transitions are you personally going through these days?   
 

2. What core beliefs in God do you hold fast to see you through 
these changing times?  

 

Action 
Immanuel’s Own 95 Theses 

Write down 2-3 of your core beliefs/hopes in God that sustain you. 
 (You may quote Scripture, hymn lyrics or use your own words.)  

 

PRAYER 
Thank God for being with you through transitions in the past. 

Share with God the changes and chances  
of life you are going through today,  

and ask for God’s guidance and help.  



Prayers for Pandemic 
How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever?  
How long will you hide your face from me? 
How long must I bear pain in my soul, 
and have sorrow in my heart all day long? (Psalm 13:1-2) 
 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues 
and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing 
every disease and every sickness among the 
people. (Matthew 4:23) 
 

 Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases. (Isaiah 53:4) 
 

ACTION 
1. For each person you know, who has died from complications due to the Corona-

Virus, write their name and draw a heart on a Band-Aid.  
 

2. For each person you know, who contracted or is recovering from the Corona-
Virus, write their name only on a Band-Aid. You could also write a specific state, 
city, town or area.   

 

3. For each health-care or essential worker you know write their name on the prayer 
card.  
 

4. For each person you know who has lost a business, job or housing due to the 
coronavirus, write their name on the prayer card.   

 

5. Tape the Band-Aids to the cross and take the prayer card with you to pray at 
home.   

PRAYER 
Say your own prayer for healing, wholeness and direction during these days of 
pandemic; include those you named.  

 

Prayer Conclusion:  
Healing God, You accompany us in sickness and suffering. Grant relief to all 
afflicted with the coronavirus and all those isolated now more than ever, 
especially those in prison or care facilities. Strengthen and protect caregivers, 
health care workers, essential workers, and all whose work ensures the safety 
and well-being of others. Bless and help those who have lost jobs or businesses. 
Comfort those who mourn loved ones who have died. Guide bishops, pastors, 
church staff and leadership as they make decisions in these uncertain times.  
Grant that I may do my part to ensure the health and wholeness of my own 
family, my neighbors, strangers, and our local community; we pray all this in 
Jesus name, Amen.  



Civic Life & Government 
 

 In days to come, the mountain  

of the LORD's house  

shall be established as the highest of 

the mountains, 

and shall be raised above the hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it. 

Many peoples shall come and say, 

 "Come, let us go up to the mountain  

   of the LORD, 

   to the house of the God of Jacob; 

   that he may teach us his ways and    

  that we may walk in his paths." 

 

 For out of Zion  

    shall go forth instruction, 

 and the word of the LORD  

     from Jerusalem. 

 4He shall judge between the nations, 

    and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

    they shall beat their swords into  

    plowshares, 

 and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword  

    against nation, 

 neither shall they learn war any more.   

                                             (Isaiah 2:2-4) 

 

ACTION 
Each National Symbol is assigned a prayer concern.  

In your prayer journal or on piece of paper, draw them and/or  
say a prayer for your top 3 or all of them.   

 

 Capitol - For elections, national, state, and local leaders 

 Eagle - For the land that is our heritage, for natural resources, creation 
care, and animals.  

 Flag - For all military personal, diplomats, and public servants who serve 
at home and abroad.  

 Liberty Bell – For divisions in our nation over politics, religion, and race 

 Statue of Liberty – For immigrants, immigration reforms, refugees. For all 
citizens seeking a better life.  

 Scales of Justice – For judges and courts, juries and law officers 
 

Closing Prayer 
Almighty God, you call your people to honor those in authority and govern us 
through the goodness of your law. As we approach the 2020 election, help us 
elect trustworthy leaders, participate in wise decisions for our common life, and 
serve our neighbors in local communities. In these days when the deep waters of 
anger and division threaten to overwhelm us, do not let us sink. Heal us, help us, 
and deliver us from anger's power over us. Lead us out of bitter silence and 
hurtful words so that we may be at peace among ourselves and a blessing to 
other nations of the earth.  



All Saints Day 

 

We always give thanks to God the Father, who has 

enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints 

in the light.  God has rescued us from the power of 

darkness and relocated us into the kingdom of his 

beloved Son, Jesus Christ, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

(Colossians 1:12-13) 
 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 

also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us 

run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the 

pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set 

before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his 

seat at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:1-4) 
 

ACTION 
All Saints celebrates the baptized people of God, living and dead, who are the 
body of Christ.   

 Write the names of loved ones who have died.  

 Write the names of those who have been or currently are 
teachers and mentors in shaping your faith in Christ. 

 Use a different color for those who are still living.    
 

Closing Prayers 
Ring a Bell for each name on your card at prompts below.  

Gracious God, the generations rise and pass away before you.  You are 
the strength of those who labor.  You are the rest of the blessed dead. We 
remember all who have lived and died in faith, especially ... Give us, in 
time, our place with those who have trusted in you and have striven to do 
your holy will through Christ Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the 
mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. We gives thanks for 
those who have nurtured our lives of faith especially…Grant us grace to 
follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know 
the inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



Sending 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 

and do not rely on your own insight. 
In all your ways acknowledge the Lord, 

who will make your paths straight.  
(Proverbs 3:5-6) 

 

ACTION & PRAYER 
 

Use your finger to trace the next page and follow the 
prompts listed below.  

 
RELEASING: As you move to the center, release to God the 
things that you stumble over in life, the things that block your 
walk with God, the twists and turns of life that confuse or 
frighten you. 
 
 

RECEIVING: When you arrive at the center, ponder and 
receive what God gives to help you. 
 
 
RETURNING: As you trace the labyrinth back toward the 
beginning, prepare your heart and mind to return to the world 
with the gifts, goodness, and presence of God for life’s way. 
 



 


