
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

      4th Sunday of Lent         March 22, 2020       10 am Worship                                         
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Imma nuel  E vangel ical  Lut he ra n C hurc h  
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March 22, 2020 10 am (Livestream Service) 
 

 

God Greets Us With Forgiveness and Mercy 
Welcome 
 

Invocation 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who is present, who gives life, who calls into existence the things that 
do not exist. Amen. 
 

Confession and Forgiveness 
God of the Universe, you created us to live in communion with you, and in harmony with one another and all 
of creation. Yet our anxieties and insecurities have turned us away from you, from each other, and from car-
ing for all you have made. In these days of distress and confusion, we confess to you our fears and failures, 
that by your Holy Spirit, you may strengthen our faith, grant us courage, and renew our hope in your help and 
healing.  
 

Silence for self-reflection and examination.  
 

Most Merciful God, 
Forgive us for moments, known and unknown,  
When we have not placed ourselves in your care. 
Forgive us for moments, known and unknown 
when we have discounted the suffering of others  
or put their health at risk.  
Forgive us for moments, known and unknown,  
When we have chosen to complain rather than to sacrifice, 
to blame rather than to take responsibility, 
to spread rumors rather than tell the truth.  
Forgive us for moments, known and unknown,  
When we have hoarded instead of helped, 
been impatient instead of calm, 
or irritable instead of gracious. 
Be merciful to us, O God, and renew us by your Spirit,  
that we may clearly hear your call  
and follow Christ’s ways in the days to come.   
 

Again and again, God’s message for you all is “Do not be afraid,” for God is with you wherever you go. In the 
name of ☩  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Receive the Holy Spirit of light and peace, that the perfect 
love of God may guard your hearts and cast out all your fear. Amen.  
 

Gathering Song                              “Christ, Be Our Light “                              ELW #715 v. 1, 2, 5 
 

Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  
And also with you. 
 

Kyrie                                                             “Kyrie”                                                          ELW #157 
 

Song of Praise                          “Now the Feast and Celebration”                                 ELW #167 
 

Prayer of the Day 
Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life and death for us, bring 
light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the 
Creator and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Children’s Message 



God Speaks to Us with Commands and Promises 
 

First Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14 
8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—9for the fruit of the light 
is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in 
the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such 
people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that becomes visi-
ble is light. Therefore it says,  
 “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, 
 and Christ will shine on you.”  
 

Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 23 (read responsively) 
The LORD is my shepherd, 
I shall not want;   
he makes me lie down in green pastures.  
He leads me beside still waters;  
he restores my soul. 
He leads me in paths of righteousness  
for his name's sake.  
Even though I walk  
through the valley of the shadow of death,  
I fear no evil; for you are with me;  
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;  
you anoint my head with oil, my cup overflows.  
Surely goodness and mercy   
shall follow me all the days of my life;  
and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 
Gospel Acclamation                            “We Are Turning” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gospel Reading: John 9:1-41 
I:       As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him,  
 

II:       ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’   
 

Jesus:  ‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be 
  revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming 
  when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’  

Liz Hollers © 2015 



 

I:   When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and  
  spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him,  
 

Jesus:  ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’  
 

I:   (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see.  
 

II: The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the 
 man who used to sit and beg?’ Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is 
 someone like him.’ He kept saying,  
 

Man:  ‘I am the man.’  
 

II: But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’  
 

Man: ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and 
 wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.’  
 

II:  They said to him, ‘Where is he?’  
 

Man:  ‘I do not know.’ 
 

I:  They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath 
 day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask 
 him how he had received his sight. He said to them,  
 

Man:  ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’  
 

II: Some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sab-
 bath.’ But others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were 
 divided. So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your eyes 
 he opened.’  
 

Man:  ‘He is a prophet.’ 
 

I:  The Jewish leaders did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until 
 they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, ‘Is this your 
 son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?’  
 

II: His parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do 
 not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of 
 age. He will speak for himself.’  
 

I:  His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders; for the Jewish leaders 
 had already agreed  that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of 
 the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 
 

II: So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give 
 glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’  
 

Man:   ‘I do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I 
 see.’  
 

II: ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’  
 

Man:  ‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you 
 also want to become his disciples?’  
 

II: Then they scorned him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We 
 know  that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes 
 from.’  
 

Man: ‘Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 
 eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships 
 him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened 
 the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.’  



II:   They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’ And they  drove 
him out. 
I: Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said,  
Jesus: ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’  
Man: ‘And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’  
Jesus: ‘You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he.’  
Man: ‘Lord, I believe.’  
I: And he worshipped him.  
Jesus:  ‘I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do  see 
may become blind.’  
I: Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him,  
II: ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’  
Jesus:  ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains. 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  
 

Message                                                Pastor Molly Sasser-Goehner 
 

Song of the Day                                         “You Are Mine”                                              ELW #581 
 

Personal Reflection & Sharing of Fears and Hopes                                       Pastor Eric Huseth 
 

Song                                                       “Be Thou My Vision“                                        ELW #793 
 

Prayer Response 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the  Holy Spirit, born of the 
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the 
dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church                                                                                                 Pastor Daniel Disch    
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

Offering                  Pastor Chris Flohr 
 

Offering Song                                    “As the Grains of Wheat”        
 

 

God Sends us Out with Blessing And Purpose 
 

Ministry Announcements 
Leader:  God’s work.   All:  Our hands. 
 

Benediction  
Now is the acceptable time. Now is the day of salvation. Holy God, speaking, spoken, and inspiring, + bless 
you, unbind you, and send you in love and in peace. Amen. 
 

Sending Song                        “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”                       ELW #779 
 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share Christ’s love to a fearful world.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
   
 



 
   
 
 
We Lift to God in Prayer... 
For Comfort: Those who mourn 
For Healing: Those who are ill 
For Guidance and Safety: all of our military personnel. To register prayer chain concerns, call 549-0736.  
Worship Assistant Sign Up—If you’d like to volunteer as a Worship Assistant, please sign up online by going to Immanuel’s web-
site, www.imluchurch.org and click on Volunteer Opportunities. Thank you for your faithful service! 
Lenten Worship —Mid-week Lenten Worship livestream continues each Wednesday night at 6:30 pm through April 1st.   
Prayer & Meditation Practices for Lent—Have been cancelled until further notice. 
Lent Book Study at Immanuel—Wednesdays, through April 1, 7-8 pm  - Book study is on hold until further notice. 
Family Faith Gathering—The next Family Faith Gathering is scheduled for Sunday, April 26, 4-6:15 pm depending on the health 
climate in Missoula then. 
Looking for Baby Items—During Lent we have been collecting items for Lutheran World Relief Baby Care Kits. A Baby Care Kit 
from LWR is like a promise. It says to that baby, “Your needs will not be neglected by this world. You matter to us.” When you send 
Baby Care Kits, you provide encouragement by welcoming these little ones into an international community that cares.  
The “Bazaar” returns to Immanuel in 2021! Mark your calendars for November, 2021. You’re encouraged to start working on  
crafts during this waiting time. Questions? Laurie Swanson 239-4783. 
Washington Middle School &  Food Bank—Help at the Food Bank, on Friday, March 27, 1-3:30 pm. Check with Jack Stamm or 
the Food Bank to see if help is still needed due to the current health climate. 
Women’s Spring Retreat—April 17-19, 2020 at FLBC has been cancelled. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

  Lent Worship Schedule 
 

Wednesdays (until April 1) at 6:30 pm (livestreamed); 
Palm/Passion Sunday, April 5, one service 10 am; 

Maundy Thursday, April 9, 7 pm; 
Good Friday, April 10, 7 pm; 

Easter Sunday, April 12, 9 am and 11 am. 


