
March 20, 2020 
 

Dear People of Immanuel, 
 

 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change. (Psalm 46:1-2) 
 

As we respond as a world community, a nation, and a church to the spread of Co-Vid 19, we 

have God’s promise that God is with us and will never leave or forsake us no matter what 

may come. We have the presence of Christ himself, the Word made flesh, who enters dark-

ness and suffering with us even now. We have the Holy Spirit who unites us through the mys-

tery of Christ’s risen body with all the faithful across the world - past, present, and to come. I 

pray that you find comfort, hope and strength in these promises for the days ahead.  
 

We want to keep you informed as to Immanuel’s response to the Co-Vid 19 virus. Thanks for 

your patience as things seem to change daily. We have sent out e-mails, phone tree messages, 

and posted on our Immanuel Web site and Face Book page (please like it if you have not al-

ready). If we have not reached you, please let us know the best way to communicate with you.  
 

Worship 

Montana ELCA Synod Bishop Laurie Jungling has advised us that “postponing worship services 

and congregational gatherings is the best way we can love our neighbor right now. I am strongly rec-

ommending that all in-person worship services and other congregational gathering activities across the 

Montana Synod be suspended at least until Easter, at which time we will reassess the situation.” 
 

Thankfully, our leaders decided to offer our worship services through an on-line web stream 

several years ago. Now, we are able to offer this service for the other ELCA Missoula church-

es who will worship with us; our live-stream will be available to the entire Montana  Synod.   
 

Join our church’s livestream 10 a.m. worship on Sundays March 22, 29, and April 5. For Lent 

Wednesdays, March 25, 31 and April 1, worship will be at 6:30 p.m. through the live-stream.  

If you cannot join live, the service is recorded and may be watched at your convenience at a 
later date. (http://imluchurch.org/). Please invite your family and friends to join as well.  
 

Pastoral Care & Social Connections 

Pastor Molly and other care team members are refraining from in-person visits at this time.  

However, please contact Pastor Molly or the church office if you are ill, feeling lonely or isolat-

ed, have an emergency, or if you simply need to hear a friendly voice.  
 

People Connect Groups: We have placed most of our folks into groups of 4 or 5, with a con-

gregational leader who will contact people to limit social isolation, share joys and concerns, 

request assistance, and pray together. If you have not been reached by April 1, please contact 

the church office.  
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Outreach 

To members: If you need assistance getting groceries or picking up prescriptions, or other 

needs, please contact the church office to locate help or to volunteer to help with this.   
 

Family Promise guests are sheltering in place during the day at the Day Center staffed by vol-

unteers working with Director Becky Bishop. Dinner meals  are provided by congregations, 

and guests will be staying overnight at Christ the King Parish for the next four weeks. Thanks 

to all the volunteers in the Family Promise Network who have stepped up to step in and meet 

the needs of these vulnerable families during this time. Contact Nancy Marks to help. 
 

To the Missoula Community: Church representatives are coordinating with the Missoula 

COVID-19 Mutual Aid Organizing group established by the Missoula Interfaith Collaborative 

(MIC). We will work with them to determine congregational efforts to support people in the 

Missoula Community. Judy Wellert is on the “Food” leadership team, so this is where we will 

focus our collective effort. Check out their FaceBook page for more information.  
 

Giving 

As people’s financial circumstances change due to job loss, layoff, or investment declines, we 

understand that donating to Immanuel may also change.  We are grateful for those of you who 

can continue to offer your regular gifts, fulfill your pledge early this year, or can give a one 

time or recurring gift. Each month, about half our expenses are covered by recurring on-line 

giving ($8-9000). The other half comes from gifts given each week in the offering plate ($8-

9,000); not having public worship will affect our finances. Both types of gifts are essential for us 

to offer current and adapted ministries as those described here. We are committed to fulfilling 

our obligations to our staff and our giving to the Montana Synod as we move ahead. We offer 

online giving as an option for both one-time and recurring gifts; and we still accept checks that 

you may mail or drop off at the office.  Thank you for your generosity and diligence.  
 

Devotions & Prayers 

Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert 

and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people. (Ephesians 6:18, NIV). 
 

We hope you are using the Lenten “Wondrous Love” devotions gifted and mailed to you by 

Immanuel’s Endowment Team.  Contact the office if you need a copy.  
 

Practice 7 at 7: Set aside seven minutes at 7 a.m. and/or 7 p.m. to pray for our church and our 

world. Prayer is powerful, and we can connect through it, knowing that our fellow people of 

faith are raising their voices in prayer at the same time. Share your prayers on IMLU’s FB page.   

 
For prayer chain requests, please contact the church office via e-mail or phone.  

 

Please pray for those throughout the world who have contracted the Co-Vid virus, are at high

-risk or who have died; for healthcare workers and those who are not able to isolate due to 

work or other responsibilities; for our military personnel as their deployments and time away 

from family is uncertain; for those who feel discouraged during social isolation; for scientists,  

curative drugs and a vaccine; for God’s help and comfort, hope and healing for you and for all.  

 

In Christ’s peace, 

 

 

+ Pastor Molly Sasser-Goehner 


