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Sharing stories of what God is doing in our lives
and through Immanuel Lutheran Church

Duringthe 40 days ofLent, we focus on Christ
giving himself to uson the cross Ashis disciples,
we respond in gratitude with our own

charity, service, devotion, and prayer.
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Reflectionc¢ Found Faithful

ACKAY]l 27F dza
servants of Christ and stewards ¢
God's mysteries. Moreover, it is
required of stewards that they be
F2dzy R GNYzA G o
(1 Corinthians 4:P)

N i

1 -pour-Ho-H- L |

Found faithful. What a powerful way to reflect upon the past year. As
we havegone through the confusion, fear, anger, and loss of pandemic,
K2g KIFI@S 6S 0SSy aF2dzyR Tl AGKTFdzA ¢
church?

There is boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are
they among so many people? (John 6:9)

What are they amongsomany?S NK | LJa (KAa&a Aa K2g
past year. Isolated and unable to really go anywhere or see much of
anyone, this past year has been unsatisfactory, lonely and blah.

Who am | to be faithful, when | am so limite@2rhaps, the economic
crisis has created financial instability.

Who am | to be faithful, when our income is insecure and diminished?
Perhaps, you have been on an emotional roller coaster feeling anxious,
depressed, caged, unproductive, or restless.

Whoam I to be faithful when | feel so unsteady and disinterested?
Perhaps in these days of noperson worship you have felt
disconnected from church and from God.

2 K2 Y L ¢KSY L R2yQdi 3 GKSNE &aAYy
Communion? Who am | among swuch fear and loss?
In the midst of crowds and hunger, with only a few loaves and a couple
fish, the little boy was found faithful. Where did this little boy learn
generosity with what little he had? Little is always much in the hands of
Christ.

+ Pagor Molly SasseGoehner



Chalk It Up

Near the beginning of the pandemic, we invited folks to decorate our
empty parking lot with sidewalk chalkigns of spring and new lif®©ver 35
people shared their creativity and artistic skilReople walking by the
churchstoppedto view the art andead the messages.

How beautiful upon the mountainsre the feet of the
messenger who announces peashp brings good newsyho
announces salvationyho says to Zion, "Your God reigns."
Isaiah 52:7

ab2i 2yteée R2Sa Ad €221 0SSt dziAFdzA T
We had the opportunity to see church family members we had been
missing{ 2 Y dzO (Shirey#yaHterg)

d love my church! We did the coolest activity to brighten the empty parking
f 2 {Uaie Long)
GLa SOSNE-TORENVIRK dlule ShsimmbhEek) ¢

1 How has your world become more beautiful lately?
f Howcouldyow S aF2dzyR Fl RENBEYS && 3Bl
more beautiful this week?



Pandemi@and Planning

G¢CKSNBF2NBE L (Stf @&2dzx R2 y2i 62N
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given
G2 @2 dz (Malthew 8X33)D ¢

| am a planner. Not a what is on the agenda for today planner more,
long term planning; here is where l/we want to be in three months. |
start talking about Halloween costumes in May and Birthday Parties
months before the great Garrett Birthday seasali five of our

birthdays and our anniversary are in a@8y window). The pandemic
has made this impossible. We do not know what lies ahead of us. My
kids have had so many questions about what will happen next and it is
so very difficult to not be able tgive them an answer.

In the good moments of
the quarantine, when |
have been able to step
back and take a breath,
| know that | have never
really been in charge,
never really known
what is coming next.

This time has forced me to admit that | am not in contrtthat my only
real ability is to decide how to handle what is happening right now. |
have been forced day after day to remember | only know what is
happening in this moment and | muste where | am at. Am | always
found faithful? No, but more and more | am remembering to turn to my
faith and settle into the right now and whatever | find there.

Prayer from Compline WorshipELW
O God, you have called your servants to ventures ohwtéccannot see
the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us
faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only
that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

By Joan Garret



Pandemiand Patience

As we eclipse the first anniversary of CO¥®0mpacting our local
community, faith seems a particularly apt tool for navigating these
times. In many ways, living through a global pandemic is a microcosm
of our greater faith journey. It requires us to maintain faith there is
something greater waiting on the other side and at the same time
demands us to be faithful in our actions towards others. During difficult
and stressful times, our actions, both negative @aditive, are

amplified.

Pastor Molly recommended reflecting on 1 Peter 4:10 as a prompt for
this devotional. As | perused my bible to understand this verse's
context, the preceding two verses struck me as particularly relevant to
practicing faith durig a time of amplified emotions.

Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a
multitude of sins. Be hospitable to oaeother without complaining.

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with
whatever gft each of you has received. (1 Peter-2(3

Spending a bit more time with my wife and
children than usual has been a gentle remind
that understanding others' perspectives and
forgiving them for perceived slighf{both large
and small) is one of the best ways we can lo
them. During the last year, it has become

share: patience, understanding, attention, an¢=
forgiveness are often the most impactful. | am <" Julie. Hailev. Sviney P
hopefulwecy | ff &aKINB GKS&aS avliftft a3aa
0dzi 6AGK S@GSNE2YS 6S AYUSNI OG 6Ad
actions.

By Kevin Papp

Prayer from ELWTriune God, bless family life everywhere and fill all ome
with respect, joy, laughter, and prayer. Strengthen the commitment of
spouses to one another, and pour out your Spirit on parents, that through
them their children may taste your unconditional love. Empower all family
members to live in your grace anddoveness; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.



Found Trustworthy

There are sme advantages to growing older,
like a good vantge _point from which you can servants of Christ and
see fow your life's journey has evolved. It ha stewards of God's
become apparent to me which relationships | mysteries. Moreover, it
with some family members and friends as wq  required of stewards th
as with spiritual mentors have been faithful, | t hey be f ou
trustworthy and steadfast throughout my life. (1 Corinthians £}

AThink of u

Building conifience and trustakes time.| have been most grateful for the
GadreAry3da LReSNE 2F Ylye 2F GKS&S A
both times of delight and despair. What sustains an enduratationship

is reciprocityaccepting, giving, receivintn verse abovesome translations

use the wordaithful astrustworthy, which in fact signifies devotion.

| cherish and value the human relationships that have blessed my life, but
the One who knows me best, knows me completely, is Gag.alhA y KA 'Y
liveand mover Y R KI @S (RaigNI:28)Bi4 tifafrélationship that |

most deeply trust. The assurance that | am loved unconditionally is the
Y2UAQFGA2Yy FT2NI YS G2 o06S I aGFl AdKTdz
sustaining a relationship with the One who kyedme best.

5dZ2NAyYy3 GKA& GAYS 2F LI YRSYAO 6GKS
Immanuel through the work of so many faithful stewards who use their

gifts of time, energy, resources and expertise for the good of the whole.
Where possible | try tdo my part, but as my energy wanes | find myself

more and more as a faithful steward of prayer, offering daily prayers of
gratitude and blessing, hope and healing.

Bymy kitchen window | have one of my favorite Scripture verses which |
see each morning as a prompt to morning prayers and meditexidine &
steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every mornlng greatis yodr | A (i K F dz
(seeK@ Yy AGaDNBI G Aa ¢Keée CFAQ
yet powerful wordsieverandevery point to the
wonderment and mystery of GotHOW DOES HE DO IT~
Faithfulness, steadfastnesmdtrustworthiness give us
each the fortitude and theaurage to be faithful
committed stewards, whenever and wherever the Spirit
leads us.

Written by Toni Johnsor



Generous Hearts and Hands

G!'yR D2R Aa FofS G2 LINRPGARS &2dz ¢
that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly
AY S@SNEB J22R 62N] ®¢ O0H [ 2NAYGKAL

D2R Kla | fNBIRe& AyaONROSR Ay Y& K
tattoo from Christ. No one can see it, but my heart can feel it. It is the
wonderful grace of God shown throughni2SyY SNR AAG& AayQ
money. My generosity comes from heart, my hands and my feet.
Generosity comes from my emotions and my yearning to be like my
heavenly father.

My love for Jesus inspires me to be an
ambassador he can be proud éfa
Immanuel, we buildhristian commurtiy
through Family Pomise. | enjoy sharing
my blessings by assisting with setup,
overnight hosting and providing meals
for the day center.

Covid changed the dynamics of how to
volunteer with my church family so we
had to get creative. | was able to
volunteer my time and enjoy fellowship through sharing my garden
landscaping around the church and taking pictures to share on our
socially distant walks with others who could not join us.

My contribution to the church has brought Jazzy and me endless
amountsof joy and we are grateful to be a part of such a loving
community.

Val McNair

From ELW Morning PrayeMighty God of mercy, we thank you for the
resurrection dawn, bringing the glory of our risen Lord who makes every
day newWethank you for the sustaininggoodness of your creation,

for the new creation in Christ and all giftsheealing and forgivenesr

the gifts ofrelationship with othersfor the commuron of faith in your
churchin the unity of the Holy Spiriamen.



Feeding Bodies & Spirits
Jesus answered, "It is written, 'One does not live by bread alone, but by
every word that comes from the mouth of God." (Matthew 4:4)

When the devil was trying to tempt Jesus, He responded quickly with
scripture anddemonstrated that He knew the Word. Although He was
Kdzy 3aNE F2NJ F22RX 1S 1ySs (G(KS { Nz
Him.

The past year has brought many challenges and has forced us all to
adapt to our changing environment. While our bodies have halbef

stayed strong with plenty of food, it is important to also feed and
Y2dZNR &K 2dzNJ AaLIANRGA YR 2dzNJ FlFAGK
Word regularly. If we do not hesitate in this, and can quickly remember
D2RQa 22NR 6KSy Tl OBrR, wé drdinfore Gkily f f S
to respond in a way that is truly in our best interest.

While it has been difficult for the past year to congregate as a church
O2YYdzyAlies S ySSR (2 NBYSYOSNI (2
lives at home. As our lives atige, the Word is eternal and consistent in
guiding us. For me, personally, this has been true as my husband and |
have sought to make decisions this year that would best keep our
community safe and healthy while opening a new dental business in the
midst o a pandemic.

Prayer:Lord God, | confess that at times
during these challenging months | have
been distracted and tempted by things
less important and less nourishing for my
soul. | promise to consider your Word ‘
often in order to feed my spirit as |
navigate my daily life. Amen.

Written byKate Diggs
SonEverett Diggs



Fleeting to Faithful

WSadza alFARI aQ 'Y L y20 Iftt26SR 0
YSK hNJINB @&2dz Sy@Aaz2dza 06SOFdzasS L
andthefirstg At f 06S 1 ade® oal GGKSS HnAYN

This is from the parable of the Laborers in the Vlneyard (Matthevv—20 1
McO AY 6KAOK | fFYyR26ySNI LI &a St C
annoyed some because they had worked longer than others. His
generosity sparkedrumbling and envy.

In a world where injustice is too common, watching what others receive
can become a preoccupation, an obsession even; generosity can be
mistaken for unfairness.

| enjoy my electronic devices. They are useful and can be signals of
accomplishment. Truth be told, | can do without most of them. At times
GKSe KIFI@S 06SSy at221 6KIG L KI @S¢

L Syez2e (y2éAiy3ad GKAyIad LIQa dzaST
within communities of knowledge. Truth belthh much of it now seems
useful only in trivia contests. What others can teach me seems more
interesting and important than what | already know.

¢CKS LINIYotS SyRaz G¢KS tlFaid oAff
LiQa | NBYAY R SadtisiaKflesaiing asiavices aril fivica (
Ly REN] GAYS& 2F GNRAIE FyR Ay G(GKS
gl & (G2 6KIFGQAa SYRdAZNAY3 | YR AYLR NI

Prayer: Gracious God, giver of life, you know ouj
frailties and our fdures. You know how wean
love our possessions more than people. Give ug
your grace that we may let go of what is fleeting
see your face in the faces of those around us, ajgsls ¢
hold on to your faithful presen@nd promises, -
now and forever. den.

By Pastor John Brock



Faithfully We Sing

O sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all the earth.
Sing to the LORD, bless his name;
GSttf 2F¥ D2RQa altgriixzy ¥FN
550t N D2RQ&a 3JIt2NR | Y2y 3
his marvelous works among alletipeoples.
(Psalm 96:13)

talfyY dc A& 51 FARQA NB adqutichdks ouis2 |
is today. His words profess unfailing belief in and faithfulness to God,

RSALIAGS GKS RS&LI A NI BKRIRG SEIKR2 NEK&RA C
D2ROAABISAE YR RSOfIINB D2RQ&a& 3If 2NE
SIFNBKO®R Aa 2yS K2 Aa WF2dzyR Tl A

During the past difficult year, | have been blessed to help create, along
GAGK 20KSN) g2NBKALI £t SFRSNAZ LYYLIlY
% 2 NJcuRréniibrokenness! perceive so many similarities between

5 ARQ& | YR L Y YXmobtdzSdbiQia theNd ho@l goagS a
of our worship that begets a feeling of hope and comfort and praise and
blessing- rather than fear and tremblingl pray hat we, too, will be
WF2dzy R FlILAGKTdzZA Qb

Prayer:Most Gracious Godye pray for Your enduring presence with
us. We are comforted knowing You will never abandonWe praise
You and we thank YowAmen.

Written by JimBendickson



NonFood Essentials Warehouse

Thanks tahe members of Immanuel who generously donated items
for the Nonfood Essentials Warehouse during M2620.

Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he
distributed them to those whwere seated; so also the fish, as much
as they wanted(John 6:11)

—= | had the opportunity to take a shift at the
Warehousel was surprised how many
working men came in to get items for their
families. The organizers are very careful with
the amounts thg give out to each family.

T BAR SOAL,
LIalo 36 s PR
PEminNg HyaiEhe | D

¢ canlohnghs
_,/ﬁwwmyn%
Qam PG

For example, if a family asks for paper towels,
they are given one roll of toweldf they need
laundry detergent, bleach, or Lysol cleaner,
they are given about 2 cups of what they ask
for. If they need diapers, they get abb20
diapers.l also noticed that most clients are careful to not ask for more
than they need Immanuel's donationsvere definitely needed and
appreciated!

) A
B

Written by
Judy Wellert

Offering Prayer from ELW

God of mercy and grace, the eyealbfwaith upon you, athyou open
your hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we
may come to the helpf all in need, through Jes@hrist. Amen



| Love to Tell the Story i satisties my longings

| love to tell the story as nothing else would do.

of unseen things above, | love to tell the story;
of Jesus and his glory, L Qifgtthis theme in glory
of Jesus and his love. and tell the old, old story
I love to tell the story, of Jesus and his love.

0SOFdzAS L 1Y26 Bik&hdinemdNitdzSsemoi1

Humans are story tellersThe indigenous people told stories to keep
their history alive. When families gather stories are told of the past
growing up- and how each life is being lived@he Bible is full of stories
of ancent peoples interacting with God and those who were lucky
enough to hear Jesus in person.

What stories will we tell about the pandemid®seems it will depend
on our age.My granddaughters at ages 5 and 7 probably won't
remember much.My grandsons aages 12 and 16 will remember
virtual school and lots of video gamin@ur sons and daughteis-law
will remember juggling working from home and school schedulasd
no visits from the Montana grandparents.

| will remember being isolated from everyobat my neighbors, many
virtual meetings and webinars, attending church in my home and in the
parking lot, both better than no church at all.

Have | been faithful? study and pray and
appreciate all the support from the church.
have been able to help by making masks a
quilts and giving our stimulus checks to the
charities who were working hard to keep
families fed and in their homesMly story
ends in the hope that | have been faithful
enough.

LY/ 4

I
By Gaynelle Stamm

Prayer:Almighty God, yohave nade us who are many, one in Christ. In
these days of separation and worry, strengthen our foundation in your
grace and purpose, that we may be a faithful rock for one another. Help
us to seand use the unique gifts you have given us for the building up of
the dhurch for the sake of the world in the unity of the Spirit. Amen.



There is a boy here who has five
barley loaves and two fish. But
what are they among so many
people?John 6:9).

It's hard to imagine in our time and culture allowing our childjtoon
an adventure like the boy in the account of the feeding of the five
thousand. Actually, the scripturgoes not tell us if he was alone or not.

But we do know that he generously gave the little he had. And we
wonder, how did he learn this lesson abg&nerosity?

There are no guarantees that generous pare
will raise generous children. Nevertheless, &
Kathy Haueisen, Stewardship Key Leader for g
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, .
encourages prdices that clearly show the
importance of generous giving and faithful
stewardship in our discipleship journey. Her
suggestions include shopping for the food
pantry as well as for the family, reading and
watching stories about generous people, and
teachingchildren the difference between Thanksgiving Food Pac
needs and wants.

God is pleased with gifts great and small when they are given with joy,
gratitude, and praise. As you worship today, and throughout this week,
remember that childrenand adults are learning lessonabout

generous giving and faithful stewardship from your example.

*Excerpt from "Will Our Children Be Generous?" by Kathy Haueisen in Giving: Growing
Joyful Stewards in Your Congregation © 2013 Ecumenical Stewardship Center.

Prayer:Abundant God, we give yalianks for the fruitful earth, which
produces what is needed for life. Bless those who work in the fields;
grant favorable weather to all engaged in agriculture; and help us to
ensure that all people share the fruits of the earth, rejoicing in your
goodness; through your Son, Jesus Christ our lorekn.

PrayerCQopyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress.



Endowment Fund

Ly WS&adzaQa LI NI¥ofS 2F GKS G ¢
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invested the talents left in their care to create more wealth. In the
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need.
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The Endowment Fund Committee gives thanks for the foresight of the
congregation members who created the fund and the generosity of the
faithful people who hae given to the Endowment Fund over the years.

We have the honor and pleasure of sharing the proceeds of the fund
with those in need. Also, by reinvesting a portion of the yearly
dividends, the fund continues to grow to allow those gifts to be given in
perpetuity.

H [ 2NRAYUKAFYa doYmMm Al @4 a2KSy ¢
GKSYZ (KSe gAKEYy IKBYALIDER®PE 27T
the Committee, we gladly accept their thanks on behalf of the
congregation. lItis a pleasure te lon the committee and do our small

LI NI Ay AKFENARY3I D2RQA | odzyRIyoSo

P

ForexampleL YY I ydzSt Qa4 { SNIBAOS /2YYAGGS!
Endowment Fund and the Montana Syrtodgive $1000 to the€Covid19

Relief Fund for Congregatian$he fund helps churchesd people who

are gruggling during the pandemic to pay for necessities.

Curtis Thompson
Endowment Committee

Prayer from ELWGod of abundance, you have
poured out a large measure of earthly blessings:
our table is richly furnished, our cup overflows,
and we live in safety and security. Teach us to
set our hearts on you and not these material
blessings. Keep us from becoming osgied by

: prosperity, and grant us in wisdom to use your
) blessings to your glory and to the service of

Curtis & LauraFood Bank  humankind; through Jesus Christ our Léuchen.
Thanksgiving P&c




Washington Middle School's Flagship
GCKAY]l 2F dza Ay (KAAa gl &3 R&aaSNE
mysteries. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found
FIAGKTdZE ¢ &m [/ 2NAYGKALIYAa nYw

Gt £t SrasS Lizi GKS OSftf LIK2YyS gl &x¢
SesS Netfto LG KIR 0SSy GSy ¢SSi1acx
That F'semester of Flagship, 3 years ago, was a bit of a trial. However,
the next semester of Flagship that same student, not only knew my

name, but would talk to me about all sorts of things going on in her life.

| asked one of our Immanuel team members, hiftkdfern, what had
OKIy3aSRo® [ AYRI Qa |yasSNI OKIy3SR
aSYSaiSNZEe¢ aKS arAR®

The Flagship students need to

know that we will be back. That [ -
we are faithfil. Being faithful this §& Ko e
past year has been a bit of —

challenge. We started the year
out great. Our Flagshiprogram
Cooking and Craftingvas very
popular. Unfortunately, it was “ I
cut short by Covid. School shut = Tudi Smith giving Kristian Sipes
down for the rest of the spring Foreman Grills for Flagship Kid.
semester.We had big plans for

holding Flagship cooking summer camp at Immanuel with all three
middle schools. That, too, was cancelled. Were we done participating
in the program?

Flagship contacted us in the fall. Would we be willing to find a way to

do Cookig and Crafting? As a Flagship partner, could we figure out a
gl e& 2 R2 AlG al FSt ek 22gH 2SS gSN
partners with the local community. Being Faithful may take work, but it

is also having an impact.

Even though we were separatém the students, our team found

ways to be flexible and continue to sponsor and participate in Cooking
and Crafting. We came up with lesson plans, assembled supplies, and
f SIENYSR K2¢ (2 al22Yéd hdzNJ GSIY
plan to contirue as partners with Flagship this year.  Tudi Smith



Welcome New Members

So those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about
three thousand persons were adddtiey devoted themselves to the
apostles' teaching and fellowship, tive breaking of bread and the

prayers. (Acts 2:442)

Church has always been an important part of our life
We have enjoyed our worshiping at Immanu®lastor
Molly has been a big help to wend we love the
YdzZaAOd | | @Ay 3 | f ¢glthearded SSy
of worship is different, but we all believe in the same
God; we are becoming more familiar with new music
Ron & Nancy Lecheli and communion each Sunday. We look forward to
getting to know and have closer li@ivship with
everyone when the pandemic is overhank you for offering us your
Church Home as ours too.

We wanted to join Immanuel because we enjoy
music andvantedto join the choir. Before the
pandemic we were able to sirggcouple times
and felt welcomed and needed and really were
impressed with the director, Nita Smith. ,
Immanuel has been a welcoming and friendly 4
community and we look forward to knowing ~ T°™ & !inda Rosenhaum
Y2NB LIS2LX S Fa GKS LI YyRSYAO Fff2s
handsis truly lived out in this family of believers and we hope to do our
part as well.

We appreciate the worship, the famifyiendly
atmosphere, and a congregation culture that
desires to make a difference in the community
andg 2 NI R® 2SS | faz2 tA1S @
involvement in community ministries such as
Family Promise and Habitat for Humanity.

Rob & Crolee Stuber

Prayer: Almighty God, your Holy Spirit equipar church with a rich
variety of gifts.Keep us in your Spirit througifie breakingof bread the
prayers, and in service to othetisat we may follow thexample oflesus
Christ, ouiSavior and_ord.Amen



Food and Fellowship

How precious is your steadfdstre, O God!

All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings.

They feasbn the abundance of your house,

and you give them drink from the river of your delights.

For wth you is the fountain of lifén your light we see lightPsalm 36:8)

Growing up Lutheran, Food and Fellowship have always been a part of
church and faith life. Looking back through the years, events like the
annual Mother/Daughter banquet (served by the Fathers/sons), church
potlucks and picnics, my parents hosting theinaal summer BBQ for
church members in their backyard or delivering a meal to someone in
need are all ways the generations of a congregation are woven together
to share their faith.

Our youngest son, Joel as a toddler would wait until the sermon was
oveNJ YR GKSy adFr NI ¢KAALISNAY3I aLa
downstairs to be the first to get a cookie during coffee hour. We loved
0KS O02yySOGA2Y KS YIRS gAGK KAaa G
members. They shared with Joel and his brothegyce the food, stories,
traditions and their shared faith. One individual shared a special bond
with Joel that became a yearly ritual of bringing him lefse. That
connection continued into his adult years and until she passed.

Thedecision to move to a new church in our
cnQa o¢la RAFTFAOLA G
Immanuel members we did not yet know and
reconnecting with old friends during that
shared experience of food and fellowship
1y2e6y G2 Fftft [ dzi KSNI

D2RQ& DNIOS gA0K (K2a
everyday lives.

Everlasting God, you are our dwelling place in all generations. We give
thanks for our elders: their wisdom, kmiedge and faith. Bless them, O
God, as they are a blessing to us. Pour out your 8pwit them that they
may continue to dream dreams and testify to the Light of their salvation,
Jesus Christ. Inspire us by their example that we may serve you with
steadastness of heart; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



GROW

(Growing Relationships on Wednesdays)

In September 2020, we partnered with St. Paul Lutheran Church to offer
our K5 kids an opportunity for Bible stories and community building
throughanost AyS 1 22Y 3INRdzZLJ OFfft SR aDwh

Startchildren off on the way they should gmd even when they amld
they will not turn from it(Proverbs 22:6)

O0GROW has been important

to our family during the
pandemic because the kids
still feel connected to their
church family and friends
S@PSy GK2dzaAK ¢S
there together.

The kids are not only
growing n faith with their

* online family but they are
growing in faith with each other as siblings. Spencer and Kinsley said
GsS tA1S Dwh2 06SOldzaS 6S OFly aitaf
to church and be with friends. The stories and activities are fun and
mMSEYyAy3IFdzZ ¢ ¢KSe 221 F2NBINR (2

Randy, Jamie, Spencer and Kyn&ong

Prayer from Evangelical Lutheran Worship

l'f YAIKGe D2RE gAGK F Y2UKSNRa t2¢
us with the joy and responsibility ofiildren. As we bring them up, give

us gracious love, calm strength, and patient wisdom, that we may teach
them to love whatever is just and true and good, following the example

of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.



Front Slgn

Gh [ 2NR 2 dzhbunbahdeIhatl f €
we have provided for building you a house

for your holy name comes from your hand
FYyR Aa Fft @2dzNJ 246y @

Immanuel's South Avenue sign surround was paittecbordinate with

the remadel exterior colorsThank you, RoMarkd The Plexiglagas
replaced and the surround painted a copper color, giving the sign more
brightness and clarityThank you, Jay & Debbie Getz! Swede previously
arranged for the interior lights to be replaced weifficient LED lighting,
making it weHlit at night. Thank you, Swede! Thanks to these
volunteers and to the Arts & Decorating Team for taking on this project!
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life this week?
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Jesus answered them, "Go and tell John what you hear anétsee:

blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead areaised, and the poor have good news brought to
them.®And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at (atthew

11:46)

Ly @SSNBS oX W2Ky (GKS . FLXGAadG Aa |
WSadza |yasgSNAR W2KYyQa | dzS aeiwasdygings A
on earth, healing, preaching, and blessing.

GD2RUAOCINE X ¥ Ra dé
We eachtryto B & C 2 dzy Rin cQritihdiok &adtt. Buring this
pandemic summer of 2020, | found myself with the overwhelming task
2F NBLIX I OAYy3a YR NBLIANRY3I LYYIyYyd
long list and prayed for help to do this huge undertaking. Of course, the
gardenersof our congregation came to work but it was more than the
6-8 people could manage.

Through connections with Missoula
Interfaith CollaborativéMIC) we
found a group of Church of Jesus
Christ LDS missionaries in neddo
COVID safe activity to fulfill their
mission goals. Every week througho === S
the summer 610 young men and Ron Marks & LDS Missionaries
women came to our church and did ‘ i
the hard hot, dirty work of pulling weeds,
moving rocks, and planting grass. Two of
the young women remarked afteseeding =
grassin@® S SR T NJ/Ben I dNB by 355
& 2 dzNJ OK dzNOK Wpinvtedd 2 2
that beautiful grasgb €

Dear God,ltanks and praise that our church has been alive and

improving during this difficult year. We worked, laughed and segrat

every week together. Renewal and cooperation is alive in our newly
landscapedd K dZNOK® G D2RQ& B ESY > 2dzNJ K|y

ByRon Marks



Reconciling in Christ

Jesus said to him, " "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, ahwith all your mind 8This is the greatest and

first commandment. And a second is like it: "You shall love your neighbor
as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the
prophets." (Matthew 22:3-89)

Loving God and loving our neighbors, wo
can that be hard sometimes! Being a part
of the Reconciling in Christ (RIC) team ha
been a wonderful experience that has
NEIffe KStLSR YS 06f¢
past year. Being a part of this team has
helped medive deeper into scripture, to i
dive deeper into learning and knowing  ReconcilingWorks

GOd_ | have spent many a mght Wlth the LUTHERANS FOR FULL PARTICIPATION

lamp on, being so enthralled by scripture or an interpretation of

AONA LI dzNBE ddKFd L KFERYyQd KSIFENR 0S¥
scripture,l was finding | was inspired to make it all the way through the
.A0fS YR L |Oldzrtte tAaGSYSR (2
worry, | have a hard time believing it too!)

AGKT

As for loving my neighbor as myself, this team has given me new lenses
andperspectives to see the world through. Through these perspectives,
| am able to connect to people and quickly learn the best ways to love
and care for them. Trust me, it makes loving your neighbor so much

! ' easier when you are doing it in a

way they are thiled to receive!

This year has been tough, but
through my connection with the

RIC team | have been able to lean in
to loving God and my neighbor in
new and exciting ways.

Hanna Nagyshe/her/her3



The Pearl

Jesus says, "Again, the kingdom of heasdike a merchantn search
of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all
that he had and bought it" (Matthew 13:446).

I n this parable of the fine peathe kingdom of heaven is the
merchant This merchant is looking for fipearls. When he finds one of
great value, he gives up everything he has to obtain this pearl.

In this parablés Jesus saying that
He, as the representative of the |
Kingdom of Heaven here on earth, |
is the merchantooking for fine
pearls? And that he is willing to
give up everything, even his life, for
these pearls?f so, what pearls is 4

He looking for; what is God looking X \\

for? Are we the pearls he is TR : 5
seeking?l hardly think that lam a  Tudi and Ray Smith Landscaping
fine pearl in the eyes dbod.

But since Jesus gave up everything for me (John 3:16), then as a good
FYR FILAGKTdA &d0GSglNR 2F &t OGKIFQ
faithfully give of myself to others®o matter what quality of pearl |

might be.

Prayer:Jesus, youaye all that You had to buy u# gratitude for your
great gift, help us to be found faithful in giving of ourselves each
day. Amen.

Ray Smith



Faithful Connections

In March of 2020 we learned the true meaning of some words that then
became common place in our speech: pandemic, Coronavirus, Covid 19,
social distancing, sanitize, isolate, quarantine, shut down, virtual
(learningappointmentsg 2 NE KA LJ0 £ %2 2 hMaZbedénasdS & (0 N
still is hard to be physically apart from family and friends. But we have
learned how to feel the love of God in different ways.

| was blessed to be able to get to know several members of our church
through texting and phone calls set by our church. | felt the love of
Christ through them as the months passed and we got to know each
other better. We have felt incredibly blessed to live in Missoula where
there are plenty of close hiking trails. We have seen God in nature as we
hiked daiy enjoying spring and summer wildflowers, the colors of fall

that faded into winter snow.

We look forward to the days when we

can gather together for worship in one
place but we love the ability to worship
with many over ouiSunday morning

f AGSA0NBIYP . SOI dza |
long and tall love for us we have been
able to continue in His love in the midst

of this pandemic. Sam & Linda Redfern

As Paul wrote, from jail, to the Ephesians

| pray that you may have the power comprehend, with allthe
saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may
be filled with all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3: 14.9)

Prayer:Come, O longxpected one. In these days of aggiion, anxiety
and loss, awaken us and your whole church throughout the world to be
alert for signs of your coming. Gather us together in faith and courage
that we may shine thadht hope into our weary world through Christ
Jesuspur Light and our Sadtion. Amen.



Gratitude

GC2NJ SOSNBGKAY3I ONBILGSR o6& D2R A
provided itisreceived A 1 K (G KIFy1a3AGAy3aT F2N
G2NR YR 08 LINI-B)SNIDE O6M CAY23GKS

O > Qx

How can | thank God for everything!? What aballithe disappointing

things and hurtful things that have happened, especially this past year?
Some days start out that way, on the wrong side of the bed so to
ALISIF T X¢KSNBQa | 6Ad 2F yaSNE &l R
2F (KA A&XI| 2way fikrd this? Hbwi ¢ ILprdcess it?

Feelings are just feelings, and they can overwhelm us and we can
become hypei¥ 2 OdzA SR BC2MKSWEME G KAy 3 ONE
322RKX 0G0 YSIya YS G22XFYyR LQY y2i
so we answer with iayer. How do we do prayer with thanksgiving?

Focusplays ahugepart in how our emotions effect our lives.
Our braindocuson what wepay attentionto.
Focus on irritants miss good Focus on good miss irritants

Gratitude helps us focusontf®2 2 RX G Kl y {1 a3ABAYy 3 T2
K I @each dayis a gift from God with all that is in that day. What are
you grateful for?

¢tKSNBE Aa a2 YdzOK (2 q ° &
air we breathe, the ability to walk outside, < |
seeing all the wonders of creatiohat God has
placed before us, plants, birds, squirrels, and
mighty trees, the clouds, winds and stars at
night.

So, what are you grateful for? Bring your
thankyous;D2 RQa ¢ 2 8R2 dzRJ dza
welcomeg

Marilyn Hall

Prayer:Gracious God, we thank yéar giving us all that we need each
day: food family, andfriends,cleanwater, clothingeducation,good
government, peace and healtBuard our hearts and minds against all
kinds of greed and selfishness. Fill us with contentment and joy that we
may ghdly give away our money and possessions foh#ip and care

of those in needAmen



Apples folTanzania

From Ron & Nancy Marks:

In 2020, we supported the Mwika
Lutheran Bible and Theological College irf
Tanzania where our members, Rob and
Carolee Stuberg, serve as ELCA Global
Missionaries.

We turned 100 half gallons of juice and many
pounds of apples into five guitats2 NJ guad Q a
classand an overfor the Parish Worker Program.
The women from the Parish Worker program are
S0 excitel.

From Rob & Carolee Stuberg

Our teachers and our principal are so very excited
for all you have done on behalf of our students!
No longer will Parish Workers have to stay up
until 10:00 at night to do their cooking and baking
projects!

No longer will guitar students have to
share a guitar during class. They can
literally learn TWICE as fast! And no
longer will students not be able to
practice on their own because all the f *
guitars are being usedAnd the icing
on the cake is that the Hautheran
Vocational Trainingchool received
money for theguitarsthey built, to be
invested in their college where they teach textiles, woodworking, electrical,
masonry, and carpentr. Y Tl OG0 X ¢S "Ogidatb&suSeiwe 6 dz&
bought all the guars they had made. Since they are currently working on a
0A3 LIALIS 2NAElIYS>S GKS& g2y Qi KI @S |y

Prayer:Gracious God, we hold in prayer the Lutheran Church in Tanzania
and their ministries of church, education and hedfbur out your Spirit
upon Rob and Carolemd all ELCA missionaries throughout the wahldt
they may show your love to all people and be strengthémdleir own

faith and calling through Christ our Savior and Lord. Amen.



GOCBKS | Ay3aRRea 2F K
merchant in search of fine pearls; on
finding one pearl of great value, he

went and sold all he had and bought
AGdé S6al GKSS mMoYnp

1 Corinthians 4:1-2

In a modern illustration of this parable, a woman finds a valuable pearl

in an obscure shop. Theerchant says hwill give it to the woman in
exchange for everything she has. Wanting badly to dvenpearl, she

writes a check for several thousand dollars, emptying her savings and
checking 002 dzyiad ¢KS YSNOKFIy(d laiacs
woman signsoverthRSSR® a2 BR dzNJ d 8 8zi OF NAKE
GKSY 020K 20SN) G2 KAY® a2KIdG Foz2d
home?Youa 120148 YR 062YRAX NBGANBYSY
The woman transfers all of these to theerchant.

¢KSYy (KS YSNOKKY (LIS NIhewoinhan@satzl B © ¢
She turns to leave, butthé SNOK I yi aid2LJa KSNE &l
you have given me to purchase the pearl; | am givindp@dle things to
you. They still belong to me, but | will let you have full usénefrt for
as long as you liv&he only thing | ask is, whenever possible, share my
houses, my cars, and my other wealth with thoge$ y R & 2 dzNJ & |
¢CKS g2YFy A& 208SNO2YS 4 AdKS BRRDS N
alea G§KS YSNOKI y (hhgsasifzhdy aié lyodir odm S
but on occasion, Wwill ask you to share them or even give them away to
2 (i K SANEedave is a gift from God.
x  How might werecommit to be wise, generous stewards of all that
we have bea givert of the gift of time, ofthe gift of talents, and of
the gift of money and material goods.
x Is my generous and faithful stewardship a vibrant and visible part of
my Christian witness?
x  Am | sharing unselfishly from the abundance God has given me?
x How can | improve my giving, logirand serving to be faithful with
all andin all?
Prayer:Loving God, help us not be so attached to material things that we
forget your spiritual gifts. Send us the Spirit of Christ, that we willingly give
away ourselves for the life and wbking of allothers and all you have
made Amen.
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