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SKY SUNDAY: June 13, 2021 
 
Prelude  

Welcome 

 
Invocation  
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, †  
one God, through whom all things exist; 
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, born into our life on earth; 
And the Holy Spirit, the breath of life within us and throughout the earth.  

 
Introduction to Sky Sunday  
We worship this Sunday with the skies. We celebrate with the clouds, the winds, the dusk and 
the dawn. We listen to the sounds of sky proclaiming God’s presence: birds who call sky home 
sing God’s praise, wind rustles in the trees, storms rage and roar bringing needed rain. We 
breathe in the air and it becomes a part of our own bodies. We stand in awe as we consider our 
atmosphere wraps us like a comforting blanket and thank God for the fragile piece of stardust 
we call Earth. 

 
Prayers for the Healing of the Sky 
As we celebrate the skies and the heavens above us, 
Christ, have mercy. 
As we breathe in and we breathe out, 
Christ, have mercy. 
As we tend and keep our corner of all creation. 
Christ, have mercy. 
 
Creator God, the heavens rejoice in you.  
The birds of the air lift their voices in praise.  
The great light rules the day, the lesser light rules the night,  
and the stars spark our imagination and wonder.  
Sung Refrain: For the healing of creation, we pray to you, O God. (2x) 
 
We give you thanks, O God for breath-taking sunsets and subtle orange sunrises,  
For clouds and rainbows, for frosty winter fog and waters raining down,   
For our never-ending, beautiful, blue Big Sky. 
Sung Refrain: For the healing of creation, we pray to you, O God. (2x) 
 
O God, the warming atmosphere increase severe storms, 
While unhealthy air and smog choke the breath of all living things.  
Your Holy Spirit groans for the renewal of all creation.  
Move your Spirit-breath, Spirit-wind and Spirit-fire among us 
And give us the will to restore atmosphere and air. 
Sung Refrain: For the healing of creation, we pray to you, O God. (2x) 

 
Merciful God, forgive us for our part in: 
Polluting the air and endangering the ozone layer. 
For loving progress more than the planet and possessions more than people. 
For hoping only for this life, and forgetting those who come after us.   
Sung Refrain: For the healing of creation, we pray to you, O God. (2x) 

 
Song of Praise                  “When Morning Gilds the Skies”                     ELW 853                     
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Apostolic Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be 
with you all. And also with you. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
God, our Creator, the skies tell of your life-giving good news and glory.  As your Risen 
Son was taken into the heavens above to fill all things, may we behold your presence in 
the wind, your life in our breath, and your mercy in the falling rain; through Jesus Christ 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.  
 

First Reading: Jeremiah 4:23-28 
 23I looked on the earth, and lo, it was waste and void; 
 and to the heavens, and they had no light. 
 24I looked on the mountains, and lo, they were quaking, 
 and all the hills moved to and fro. 
 25I looked, and lo, there was no one at all, 
 and all the birds of the air had fled. 
 26I looked, and lo, the fruitful land was a desert, 
 and all its cities were laid in ruins 
 before the LORD, before his fierce anger. 
27For thus says the LORD: The whole land shall be a desolation;  
        yet I will not make a full end. 
 28Because of this the earth shall mourn, 
 and the heavens above grow black; 
 for I have spoken, I have purposed; 
 I have not relented nor will I turn back. 
 
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 19:1-6 (read responsively) 
 1The heavens are telling the glory of God; 
 and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 
 2Day to day pours forth speech, 
 and night to night declares knowledge. 
 3There is no speech, nor are there words; 
 their voice is not heard; 
 4yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 
 and their words to the end of the world. 
 In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 
 5which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, 
 and like a strong man runs its course with joy. 
 6Its rising is from the end of the heavens, 
 and its circuit to the end of them; 
 and nothing is hid from its heat. 

 
Second Reading: Acts 1:1-11 
1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 
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 3After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to 
them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with them, he 
ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he 
said, "is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit not many days from now." 
 
6So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?" 7He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father 
has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth." 9When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly 
two men in white robes stood by them. 11They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking 
up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven." 
 
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation                  “Is This the Feast?” 
 
Gospel: Mark 15:33-39 
33When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34At three 
o'clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?" which means, "My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 
 
35When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, "Listen, he is calling for Elijah." 36And 
someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink, saying, 
"Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down." 37Then Jesus gave a loud cry and 
breathed his last. 38And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39Now 
when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said, 
"Truly this man was God's Son!" 
 
The gospel of our Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Children’s Message 
 

Message          Pastor Molly Sasser-Goehner 
 

Song of the Day                  “For the Beauty of the Earth”                             ELW 879 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
 
Group A We believe that God creates all things, 
  renews all things, and celebrates all things. 
 
Group B  We believe the Earth is a sanctuary, 
  a sacred planet filled with God’s presence, 
  a home for us to share with all peoples and all life. 
 
A   We trust that God became flesh and blood, 
  a part of Earth, a human being - Jesus Christ, 
  who lived and breathed and spoke among us, 
  who suffered and died on a cross, 
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  for all human beings and for all creation. 
 
 
B   We trust that the risen Jesus 
  is the Christ at the core of Creation: 
  reconciling all things to God, 
  calling us to follow him 
  to preserve the life of all living things.  
 
A  We trust that the Spirit renews life in creation 
  groans with a suffering creation, 
  and waits with us for the rebirth of creation. 
 
ALL:   We believe that with Christ we will rise 
  and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation. 
 
Prayers of the Church 
Lord, in your mercy.  Hear our prayer. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 

 
Offering  
 
Offering Song                       “The Earth and Everything” (DRM) 
 
Offering Prayer 
God, our Creator, through your love you have given us these gifts to share: ourselves, our time, 
and our possessions. Accept our offerings as an expression of our deep thanks and concern for 
those in need, including our fellow creatures on Earth, through the one who gave himself for us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you.   
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 
 

Holy, Holy, Holy                              “Holy, Holy” (DRM 139) 

 

Words of Institution/Acclamation  
Remembering Christ’s death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus shall return to free 
all the earth from the bonds of decay and death…  
Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again.  Amen, Come Holy Spirit. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Communion 
 
Communion Song              “All Heaven Declares” 
 
                               “The Heavens Are Telling the Glory of God” (GIA 495)  

Refrain 

 
                                     

Post Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His grace.  Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
O God, in this holy communion, you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us 
with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us 
to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the 
earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Ministry Announcements 
God’s Work. Our hands. 
 

Benediction  
May God, who flows within us as the river of life, 
   Direct your coming and goings. 
May Christ, who gives us life-giving water, 
   Quench your thirst for meaning and purpose. 
May the Spirit, whose presence refreshes us like spring rain, 
   Give you peace and hope for life renewed. † Amen. 
 

Sending Song                   “Let the Whole Creation Cry”                              ELW 876                
 

Dismissal  
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  Share the love of Christ with all!     
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Immanuel Guidelines* 
Approved by Council  
June 8, 2021 
 

 

 

 
1. Masks at worship are no longer required for those who are vaccinated starting 

Sunday, June 13. 
 

2. Those who are NOT vaccinated or have not completed the two shot cycle are 
HIGHLY recommended to wear a mask for your safety and that of others.  

 
3. All seating will be open - except for seating in the Balcony and the Hemgrem 

Room which will be reserved for those who desire to wear masks and social 
distance.  
 

4. The number of people who may attend in-person worship is open and unlimited. 
Sign up is not required to attend.  

 
5. The Hospitality Bracelets (red, yellow and green) will remain as a way to honor 

and observe social distance among us.  
 

6. The ushers will manage the dismissal of rows for communion so that we do not 
have groups of people standing in a close line for communion.  Hand Sanitzer 
will be provided for those who commune. Communion servers will wear gloves 
and masks.  
 

7. The offering plate will remain at the back of the sanctuary for people to place 
their offerings into. 

 
8. Those with immune suppressing medications and cancer treatments might 

check with their doctors regarding their vaccinations and their immunity.  It 
has been shown that even with vaccination, this group of people may not 
build antibodies to the virus and could still be at high risk for the virus and 
serious complications. 

 
9. If you are sick or experiencing fever, cough or shortness of breath, please stay 

home.  
 

10. Online worship will continue both live and recorded.  
 
 

*These guidelines may be revised as the council continues to review Missoula County Health 

Department guidelines and local and state case numbers. 
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Announcements 
 

1.  ZBS (Zoom Bible School), Monday June 28- Thursday July 1st,  
5:30-6:30 pm via Zoom  

      Ages Kindergarten to 5th Grade (the child needs to be able to be online for an hour 
at the most and some adult guidance may be needed). Location: on Zoom (link will 
be provided closer to the time of ZBS). A suggested donation of $5/child or 
$15/family is asked to help defray costs.  Please mail payment to Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Attn Sonja Wolsky, 830 South Ave West, Missoula, MT 59801. 
Register soon! (fill out the form for each child. Forms are located on Immanuel’s 
website or in the e-newsletter). 

 
2. Habitat for Humanity - Saturday, June 26 from 8:30-4. Immanuel Lutheran 

Volunteers can look forward to helping Habitat for Humanity Missoula with 
construction of this year's homes. Providing lunch is also a volunteer 
opportunity. Sign up on Immanuel’s website). 

 
3. Bazaar – July 17, 9 am to 3 pm. Start crafting!                                                             

The Christmas in July Bazaar will be outdoors on July 17th from 9 am to 3 
pm!  Remember, crafts do NOT have to be Christmas-related! Crafts for any time of 
the year and occasion are welcome! 

 
4. Flagship Cooking Day Camp - July 26 - 30, 2021, 9am to 3pm. We will be jointly 

holding Cooking Day Camp at Immanuel July 26 – 30, 2021, from 9 am to 3 pm, with 
Washington Middle School (WMS).  Fifteen students have signed up, and there are 
11 more on the waiting list.  The WMS Flagship coordinator and Flagship intern will 
be leader, and we will be handling the cooking portion of the camp.  We are looking 
for volunteers to work with the students, and are also looking for volunteers at the 
end of each day to prep for the next day.  We will be making a wide range of foods, 
from savory to sweet.  The final day the students will be preparing and with their 
parents all will be enjoying a cookout in our parking lot.  Come enjoy the fun.  Please 
contact Tudi Smith (406-251-0343) if you are interested in participating. 

 


