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Jesus was transfigured 
before them, and his 

face shone like the sun, 
and his clothes became 
dazzling white. (Matthew 

17:2)  

 
Peter, James, and John 

climb the mountain with Jesus, and while there, 
they have an experience of God, an experience of 
light and shadows, voices and apparitions from the 
past. It fills them with wonder and mystery and fear.  
 
As Montanans, most of us have had an experience 
of the wonder and greatness of God on mountain-
tops, beside a river, hiking through the trees, gazing 
up at the star covered night sky. The natural world 
reminds us that the forces of the universe are im-
mense, vast and powerful. It’s a feeling that gives 
stark insight into how small and vulnerable our bod-
ies and our lives are. No matter how strong and 
sure, smart or successful we may be, in the face of 
the wild, weaknesses are exposed.  
 

On the mountain of Transfiguration, Jesus’ face 
shone with power, light and glory. God repeated 
what God had said at Jesus’ baptism, “This is My 
Beloved Son with whom I am well pleased.” This 
mysterious moment on the mountain was not 
only for the disciples' faith. 
 
Jesus would soon climb another mountain. There 
would be no power, glory or light. Only human 
weakness, shadows, and death.   The one who 
shined will go dark.   
 
On the mountaintop, you may have the experi-
ence of a lifetime. It can be mysterious and spir-
itual. But other mountains lie before us, and they 
are all too real in their shadows and silence.  
 
Yet, Christ has come to live within the broken. 
The eternal has come to live in the temporary. 
Hope has come to live in the midst of death.  
 
Jesus’ transfiguration points to his resurrection 
and the promise that one day, the face that final-
ly shines with glory and light upon the mountain 
of the Lord will be your own. 

     + Pastor Molly 

WE SAID YES! 
 
At the Annual Meeting on January 29, 2023, our congregation unanimously voted YES! To accept our 
Welcome Statement and the Reconciling Works commitments to ensure the welcome, inclusion, cele-
bration, and advocacy for people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions. 
 

If you have questions about loved ones who are exploring their identity, the members of our RIC team 
are available to help you understand and support them.  They can also discuss the Bible and sexuality. 
 
Our next step will be to celebrate and communicate the welcoming news to our Missoula Community.  
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Immanuel News and Ministries 

Garnet Ascher— Formerly of Christ United Methodist Church in  Portland, Oregon, Garnet 
moved to Missoula to be near family. She has two children, her son Steven, a psychologist 
and  U of M tennis coach is working on his PhD  and resides here, her daughter Nancy lives in 
Seattle and is a nurse specializing in heart apparatus. Garnet worked in a variety of sectors 
and has volunteered for many years. On of her many interests is gardening, she was the Ore-
gon Stage Garden Club President. She has always been part of a congregation; first, Luther-
an, then Methodist for 50+ years, and now back to Lutheran.  

Rev. Mike and Dorothy Borge— Rev. Mike and Dorothy Borge are following their 
daughter Sarah Borge and her family to Immanuel. Rev. Mike was a ELCA pastor in 
Conrad for many years and Dorothy was a teacher. In addition to their daughter 
Sarah, they have a son, Karl who lives in La Crosse, Wisconsin with his family. The 
Borges now live in Missoula and enjoy spending time with their grandchildren, and 
are involved in both Family Promise and FLBC.  They’ve joined Immanuel to hear 
good preaching and be with family. They enjoy the music, Children’s sermons, and 
Community Outreach programs, like RIC.  Photo Credit: Borge; Dorothy and Rev. 
Mike are pictured with their grandchildren (and new Immanuel members, Emilia and 
Matias Orrego.) 

Sarah Borge, Cristian, Emilia, & Matias Orrego—The Borge/Orregos join us after worship-
ping at Atonement. Sarah is a Family Medical doctor and owner of Generations Family Medical 
and OB, Cristian owns Green Snow, LLC, a lawn care and snow removal company. They have 
two children, Emilia (10) who likes to read and play piano, and Matias (7) who likes playing 
soccer. The Borge/Orrego Family have joined Immanuel for the kid’s programming and com-
munity.  Thank you for welcoming them! 

Welcome New Members! 
 

Jan Dietz—Formerly of Atonement Jan Dietz is joining Immanuel for the commu-
nity. Jan is a retired admin for the Missoula County Sheriff’s office civilian staff, 
she has two adult children, Wayne and Kelly. Photo credit: Jan Dietz; Jan is pic-
tured her with her dog Cooper. 

Donene Dillow and Rodney Pollette—Formerly of Ascension Lutheran in Colorado 
Springs Colorado, Donene lives in Florence with her husband, Rodney Pollette. Both 
are retired from Colorado Springs Utilities, Donene was an Environmental Specialist 
and Rodney a small engine mechanic. They both enjoy hunting, hiking, and hocky; Rod-
ney also enjoys 3-D printing and Donene enjoys cooking, embroidery, and reading. 
They’ve chosen Immanuel because it “felt” right. They enjoy the casual atmosphere, 
friendly members/clergy, good preaching, and music. 
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Community Events and Fellowship 
 

Philip and Joyce Fritz—Philip and Joyce join us from Atonement. Both are 
retired, Philip as an Electronics Tech for BNSF Railway and Joyce as VP/
Branch Manager of Clearwater Credit Union. The Fritz’s have two children 
Bill (Sarah), and Kristen (Bill), and two grandchildren, Grace and Spencer. 
They have joined Immanuel because they felt they needed a change. In 
their free time they enjoy traveling. Photo credit: Fritz 

Dorothy Guth—Joining us from Atonement Dorothy is joining Immanuel for the liturgy, 
music, great sermons, and “mostly for all the warmth and love shown me at a time I really 
needed it.”  Dorothy has four daughters and eight grandchildren. In her free time she en-
joys sewing and reading. 

Stacy Simental, Alex, Alex III, Sincere &  Lala Sanchez—  My family and I recently relocated from 
Southern California. My children are Alex III, Sincere, and Lacienaga Sanchez. I work for the YWCA 
FHC as a support service team member. My mother Stacy has always been a blessing in my life, even 
now she quit her job so she could help me raise my children. I am blessed to be in a community that 
cares. I hope to work with Family Promise and the YWCA to work towards preventing Homelessness 
is Missoula.  

Jack & Cheryl Selle— Formerly of King of Glory Lutheran in Billings, Jack and 
Cheryl are joining Immanuel to be part of a Church Family.  Both are retired, 
Jack from Boise Cascade in Lumber Sales and Cheryl from Turley Dental Cure 
in Business Operations. They have two children Kendall (Rosie) and Andrew 
(Amanda), and two grand children, Elly (4) and Avery (2). In their free time they 
enjoy golfing, traveling, cooking, and spending time with family. 

Randy Skelton—Is a Biological Anthropologist at the University of Montana. He has 
attended UCC and First Presbyterian in the past and is joining Immanuel so he can be-
long to a church that reflects his understanding of scripture, interpretation, and theology. 
He wishes to have a sense of belonging to something other than his work.   

Marilyn Tarter—I was born and raised in a small farming town in North Central Idaho and I am 

the youngest of five with four older brothers.  I attended the University of Delaware and University 

of Idaho where I studied Music and Communication and graduated with a degree in Communica-

tions. While attending University, I met my husband Dan, also an Idaho native, and we were mar-

ried in 1981. We have two adult children. Kari, a Special Education teacher and Nicholas who 

works at the University of Montana. Our nomadic lifestyle has had us setting up house all around 

the U.S. and the world.  Most recently, I worked 10 years as a Global Mobility Specialist/ Recruiter 

in Missoula for Leidos Corporation until retiring.  My husband Dan recently retired from a second 

career with U.S. Department of State and has joined me in Missoula.   
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Community Events and Fellowship 
 

Family Faith Gathering 

Sunday, February 5th, 4:00-6:30 pm 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

 
Join us for Immanuel’s monthly Family Faith Gathering, Sunday,  
January 8 from 4-6:30 pm.  Please sign up your family and a potluck item at the 
link on the Immanuel website.   
 
Questions? Contact Sonja Wolsky Sonja@imluchurch.org. 

Worship Assistant Training 
Sunday, February 12 after service 

 

Interested in serving during worship? Volunteers are needed for Ushers, Communion As-
sistants, and Readers.  Join Marilyn Hall after service  on February 12 to learn about the 
opportunities and responsibilities for Worship Assistants.   
 

Already serving? Remember to sign up on the Immanuel Website, there are plenty of op-
portunities available, readers will be needed for the Wednesday evening services during 
the Lenten season. 
 

Questions? Contact Marilyn Hall at  (425)280-6008 or marilynlovestocamp@yahoo.com 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22 this year. The date of Easter changes each year because it is deter-
mined by the Jewish Lunar Calendar to follow the day of Passover. Easter is the first Sunday after the full Moon 
that occurs on or after the spring equinox.  Beginning Ash Wednesday, we enter the time of Lent: 40 days to 
mark Jesus’ journey to the cross and his Passover from death to life.  This year’s theme is “Wilderness Wander-
ing”. As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists whatever leads us 
away from love of God and neighbor.  The disciplines of Lent are self examination and repentance, prayer and 
fasting, sacrificial giving and works of love, disciplines we are able to do as we are strengthened by the gifts of 
word and sacrament.  

Midweek Lent Services 
Ash Wednesday, February 22 
11:30 am—1pm Drive Through Ashes 
5:30 pm  Lenten Soup Supper (watch for sign up link) 
6:30 pm Worship with Ashes & Communion 
Wednesday Services March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
5:30 Lenten Soup Supper 
6:30 Worship 

Holy Week 
10:00 am Palm Sunday, April 2nd                                 7 pm Good Friday Worship Friday, April 7th 
TBD Maundy Thursday, April 6th                                9:00 am / 11 am  Easter Day Services April, 9th 



5 

Immanuel News and Ministries 
 

 
by Nancy Marks, Immanuel Family Promise Coordinator                        
Family Promise Welcome Basket Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Thanks to all who have faithfully served Family Promise 
this past year. As a member of the Family Promise Advi-
sory Team we have been working with the Y to come up 
with new ways to engage volunteers, in particular with 
more time to connect with families and children.  We 
have a new opportunity  called Family Fun Volunteer: 
each week there is an opportunity for volunteers to sup-
port the YWCA’s Youth Advocates as they lead weekly 
fun activities with our kids and families!    

The activities range from board games to baking to arts & crafts, so there’s something for eve-

ryone.   Days of the week and time of day will also vary.  If you are interested, please let me 

know.. Once we get dates firmed up I will be sending out an email with a signup!  Should be a  

fun way to get to know kids and families.  

Baby Care Kits 

As a part of our Lenten Journey, we will be learning more about Lutheran World Relief 

and gathering items to add to our Baby Care Kits.    Help fill the cradle with items to send 

to LWR and make a difference for children around the world!  

A Baby Care Kit from Lutheran World Relief is like a promise. It says to that baby, “Your 

needs will not be neglected by this world. You matter to us.”   When you send Baby Care 

Kits, you provide encouragement by welcoming these little ones into an international 

community that cares. 

Baby Care Kits are distributed as part of emergency and relief efforts, and they are also 

given out as part of LWR health initiatives to encourage women to seek prenatal care. 

One such initiative in Mali provided training for local prenatal health care workers, who 

were given Baby Care Kits to distribute when they assisted with births. These kinds of 

programs help more babies in rural, poor areas receive a healthy start in life. We hope you 

will join us in this effort!  

• Lightweight cotton t-shirts 

• Long- or short-sleeved gowns or sleepers 
(without feet) 

• Top and pant sets 

• Receiving blankets, medium-weight cotton 
or flannel, or crocheted or knitted with 
lightweight yarn, up to 52” square 

• Cloth diapers, flat-fold preferred 

• Jackets, sweaters or sweatshirts with or 
without hoods 

• Baby caps 

• Baby socks 

• Hand towels, dark color recommended 

• Bath-size bars (4 to 5 oz.) of gentle soap, in 
original wrapping 

• Diaper pins or large safety pins 

Here are the items we need for the Baby Care Kits.  Return items to the Baby Care Kit box in 

Room 405 or the cradle in the narthex.  Sizes 6-24 months: 

For more info about LWR Baby Care kits go to: https://lwr.org/get-involved/build-kits-of-care/baby-care-kits  

https://lwr.org/get-involved/build-kits-of-care/baby-care-kits
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Council Highlights 
 

 

 
 

Immanuel Lutheran Church  
Council Notes for Newsletter  

1/10/23  
Council Members Present: Ike Marks, Audrey Thornton, Ray Smith, Marilyn Hall, Albert Melby, Pas-

tor Molly, Tom Thompson, Tana Lambert,Toni Johnson  
Absent: TJ Johnson  
Guest: Nancy Marks  

 

Pastor’s report: We have new member orientation on 1/22/23 at 4PM. We have seven households joining 
and one who only watches us online! P. Molly’s annual report was in the newsletter. 

 

Finance: December income: $27,759 • December expense: $27,397 Surplus: $361 • 2022 Income: 
$293,162 • 2022 Expense: $294,002 • 2022 Deficit: $840  

 

Property/Grounds: Should be receiving bid for the roof shortly • Will check with the plumber to see how 
things are going with the heat in the basement  
 

Christian education: The Christmas program was a hit. • FFG last Sunday for just Immanuel families. • 
Preschool-registration is open for the next school year. Financially things are ok thanks to donations from 
the congregation.  
 

Service: Family Promise: (IMLU week is this week. Need gas cards. Volunteers are covered. Volunteers for 
activities: tried with cookie making this week. Will discuss with coordinators and see where it goes. Supplies 
and ideas from flagship crafting sessions. Some new organizations are coming on, others making inquiries. 
Background checks are coming up. New program coordinator is being hired. +/- $250 in Family Promise ac-
count. Plan for Thrivent grants for supplies. Get a list of Thrivent members together. (Service projects of all 
kinds). • Washington Middle School: finished out this year. Pretty much had 16 students that followed all the 
way through. A lot of excitement for this coming semester and for cooking camp. Sharon is working on com-
ing up with new craft projects. Carolee got a Thrivent grant. Really helps with supplies. Had about 50/50 
boys and girls. Val’s nephew is going to be the new flagship coordinator at Washington Middle School. • Ba-
by Care Kits: Ash Wednesday is February 22 this year. Pleas for supplies will be starting soon. Soup Sup-
per funds to be donated to BCKs if we decide to have the suppers. Nancy M. to discuss with Worship and 
Music committee to see what the plan is for mid-week worship services. • Giving Tree: 14 families. Primarily 
FP graduates. Reached as far as Denver. Other churches got involved. Altogether sponsored 59 adults, 74 
children, in 36 households. A goal is to get family requests out at least 2 weeks earlier next year. MIC is 
starting a diversion program so that people don’t end up homeless in the first place.  
 

Stewardship: No report  
 

Worship and music: Lenten theme: Journey in Wilderness Wanderings Service committee will have soup 
suppers for each Weeks Service. ▪ Ash Wednesday: Feb. 22nd also with a  drive-through at 11:30-1PM ▪ 
Time of dinner: 5:30PM ▪ Time of service: 6:30PM ▪ Offering: World Baby care Kits ▪ We will make a sign to 
advertise the services ▪ We will develop devotionals, similar to what we did for Christmas ▪ We will select 10 
texts with four different devotions on it, hopefully it will help people go in-depth with the verses. ▪ We will in-
vite Heidi if she might want to write more music. ▪ We will invite people from St. Paul’s, Atonement, Our Sav-
ior’s and Immanuel to write for the 40 days of Lent. We will have a training for worship leaders: right after 
the service ▪ Temple Talk: 1/22/23 ▪ Training: 2/12/23 • We need more sound people if you know anyone • 
We need a wedding coordinator  
 

Witness: New member Sunday 1/29/23 Youth and Family: What is the future of the Around the Table youth 
and family ministries. 
 

New/Old Business: EAR campaign: Nothing additional to report • Opportunity for ¼ time pastor. What do 
we see this position being used for? What would be the plan for after the position is vacated? Needs to be 
funded through the general fund not any special fund. This is something that wouldn’t begin until this sum-
mer and would have to include an actual call from the congregation. Nancy Marks: Advised on diversion 
program for Family Promise to help keep families from becoming homeless. The amount that was suggest-
ed was $2500 as either an Endowment request or in some other way. We will pursue it but not a special ask 
right now. (Council Minutes cont. on page 8) 
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Immanuel News and Ministries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Serving Group 

Chair: 
 

Burt and Sue Stenslie   406 728-8830 
Tanner and Kate Diggs   507 269-9323 
Taylor and Sarin Diggs   406 370-7713 
Heidi and Briar Diggs   406 546-5728 
Erik Marks   520 387-3517 
Janice Haag  406 214-5085 
Kay and Bruce Kramer   406 370-5475 
Chad and Laura Bishop   970 691-6870 

Immanuel Serving Groups 

Thanks to all who have helped with a serving group this year.  If I have 

inadvertently missed your family or if I have made mistakes in the 

group listings, please let me know.  I am still in need of group chairs.  

Please let me know if you can help out. If this is something you could 

do, please call Carol Fleharty at 406 544-4125.   

(Council Minutes Cont.) 
 
New /Old Business (cont.) 
Easement from TDS should also ask for unlimted broadband for life. They can do more for us. We feel 
$10,000 isn’t enough. • Nomination slate: Ike, TJ, Audrey, Tana, CE: Julie Sager w/other backups (can 
staff member be on council?), Synod assembly Val McNair and Dean Hall • Annual meeting 1/29/23 
after church  

 
Motion to adjourn by Tana Lambert with a second by Ray Smith Motion passed. Adjourned 8:53 PM  
 

Next Council Meeting is February 14, 2023 @ 7 P.M.  
 

Respectfully submitted by: Audrey Thornton Secretary 

Women’s Spring Retreat 
WOMEN’S SPRING RETREAT 

April 21-23, 2023 
Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp 

Register by March 20  to get the EARLY BIRD RATE  for the  
WOMEN'S  SPRING RETREAT.  

Motivating speaker, Fun, Fellowship, Service projects, Music, Great food (no cook-
ing!)…. Bring a friend along for a fun, restful, spirit-filled weekend with women of 
faith on beautiful Flathead Lake. Registration and more info at:  

www.imluchurch.org/womensretreat  
 

Questions? Contact Nancy Solum at 406-240-0023 or  

WomensSpringRetreat@gmail.com   Sponsored by Women of the ELCA 

(Evangelical Lutheran Church of America) Five Valleys and Great Divide Cluster 

http://www.imluchurch.org/womensretreat
mailto:WomensSpringRetreat@gmail.com
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Birthdays: 
 

2/2 Briar Diggs 
2/2 Avery Selle 
2/6 Dorothy Borge 
2/7 Heidi Diggs 
2/8 Sophie Reeves 
2/10 Laura Thompson 
2/11 Emilia Orrego 
2/11 Robert Stuberg 
2/12 Larry Mansch 
2/15 Abby Mansch 
2/17 Julie Sager 
2/19 Alfred Marks 
2/20 Arlene Berry 
2/22 Georgia Cobbs 
2/26 Elizabeth Brault 
  

This & That 

immanuel staff 
Pastor—Molly Sasser-Goehner  
Director of Worship & Music—Allen Sasser-Goehner 
Director of Christian Education—Sonja Wolsky 
Administrative Assistant—Olivia White 
Choir Director—Nita Smith 
Preschool Teachers—Julie Sager, Wendy Deaton 
Custodians—Carrie & Mark Courter 
Funeral Coordinator—Nancy Marks 
Wedding Coordinator—Vacant 
 

Church Website:  imluchurch.org 
Office Email: office@imluchurch.org 

your 2022 church council 
 

Ike Marks, President 
TJ Johnson, Vice President 
Audrey Thornton, Secretary 
Tana Lambert, Treasurer  
Vacant, Fellowship 
Vacant, Finance 
Toni Johnson, Christian Education 
Albert Melby, Property & Grounds 
Tom Thompson, Service 
Ray Smith, Stewardship 
Marilyn Hall, Worship & Music 
Vacant, Witness 
Vacant, Youth & Family 

B
ir

th
d

ay
s 

 

Anniversaries: 
 

Naomi’s Circle will meet 
the 3rd Wednesday of 

the month, next meeting: 
February 15 at 10 am  

at Immanuel Room 406. 

A
n

n
iv

e
rs

ar
ie
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                 Blessings and  
               Congratulations  

to 
  Thomas and Linda Rosenbaum  
         for 55 years of marriage!  
 

NEW MEETING  
TIME 
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 February 2023 Calendar 

 
 imm a n u e l 

evangelical  
lutheran church 

pastor molly sasser-goehner  
830 south avenue west 

missoula, montana 59801-7912 
office: 406.549-0736 

email addresses: 
church: office@imluchurch.org 
pastor: pastormolly@imluchurch.org   
allen sasser-goehner: allen@imluchurch.org 
sonja wolsky: sonja@imluchurch.org 
church website: www.imluchurch.org 

The Immanuelite is the official publication of news  
and events at Immanuel Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 
6pm AA 

3 
5:30pm BW 

4 

5 
10am Worship 
4pm FFG 
6pm AA 

6 
5:30pm BW 

7 
12pm Men's 
Bible Study 
6pm AA 

8 9 
6pm AA 

10 
5:30pm BW 

11 

12 
10am Worship 
6pm AA 

13 
5:30pm BW 

14 
12pm Men's 
Bible Study 
6pm AA 

15 
10am Naomi's 
Circle 

16 
6pm AA 

17 
5:30pm BW 

18 

19 
10am Worship 
6pm AA 

20 
5:30pm BW 
 

21 
12pm Men's 
Bible Study 
6pm AA 

22 
Ash  
Wednesday 
5:30pm   
Lenten Soup 
Supper 
6:30 pm 
Worship 
 

23 
6pm AA 

24 
5:30pm BW 

25 

26 
10am Worship 
6pm AA 

27 
5:30pm BW 

28 
12pm Men's 
Bible Study 
6pm AA 

1 2 
6pm AA 

3 
5:30pm BW 

4 
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Join us For 

   Worship Each Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
    Lenten Wednesday Services begin February 22 

5:30 pm Soup Supper/6:30 pm Worship 

  In this issue… 
 

• New Members 
• RIC update 
• Family Promise New Volunteers 
• Lenten Schedule 
• Worship Assistant Training Feb. 15 
• Council Notes 

February 22 at 6:30 p.m. 


